
11. A Question of Authorship - Horton and Hou Case

Cast

Dr. Wei Hou, postdoctoralfellow
Dr. Alex Horton, lab chief
Ms. June Jones, technician
A fonner researchassociate
The chair of the department

Dr. Wei Hou is a first-yearpostdoc in Dr. Alex Horton'slaboratory.When she arrived,Dr. Horton
suggestedthat she begin by completing some analysesthat were initiatedby a research associatewho had
sinceleftthegroup.Thestudyinvolvedexaminingtheeffectsof temperatureon a biochemicalprocess,X ---+
y.

Ms. June Jones, a technician,taught Dr. Hou the necessary techniques.Dr. Hou then proceededwith
the study,working mainly on her own at night. She quicklydiscoveredthat the reaction had two different
temperatureoptima, and reasoned that there actuallywere two differentenzyme-catalyzedsteps in the
process,X ---+W ---+Y. TogetherwithMs.Jones,shedevelopeda methodfortestingherhypothesis.Dr.
Hou's resultsprovidedclear evidence for the presenceof two, sequential reactions whereas it was previously
believedto be a single step. The research associatewho began collectingthe data had apparentlynot
examined enoughtemperaturesto detect the clue that eventuallyled to Dr. Hou's discoveryof a new enzyme.

Dr. Hou wrote up the results as a short communicationto Science with herself as the authorand
presented it to Dr. Horton. It was the first time he had seen any of the results. Severalweeks later,Dr. Horton
returnedthe paper to Dr. Hou with only a few changes, a note that congratulatedher on the finework but
scoldedher for not staying in closer touch with him duringthe experiments,and a new list of authors:Dr.
Hou, the researchassociatewho began the project, the chair of their department, and Dr. Horton. In the note,
Dr. Horton explained the rationale behind each of his changes, includingthe fact that the chair of the
departmentwas the principal investigatoron the grant that supportedthe work. Dr. Hou was dismayedat the
thought of sharing authorshipwith anyone. After all, it was her work.

Discussion Question: Who do you think should be an author on the manuscript?

--


