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• Build partnerships

• World Organization for Animal Health (OIE)

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

• World Health Organization, 

• Pan American Health Organization

• many other organizations

• Advocate for improving human and animal health

- a “One Health-One Medicine Approach”  -

through increased

• Awareness

• Education

• Resources

• Develop and provide a logo

in as many languages 

as possible
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From a global perspective, rabies remains a severely neglected disease. 
With the development of effective biologics more than 30 years ago, there 
is no reason why people exposed to rabies today should be at risk for 
developing and dying of rabies. And yet, it is estimated that more than 
55,000 humans die of rabies every year mainly from impoverished 
communities in Asia, Africa and Latin America and mostly from uncontrolled 
rabies in dogs which can be eliminated.

Rabies awareness is important for everyone because humans travel, 
animals are moved , and bats fly τthe risk is global. Prevention involves the 
public, veterinarians, animal control personnel, diagnosticians, 
epidemiologists, public health and healthcare specialists, physicians, 
ecologists, biologists, researchers τOne Health in action. 

Background

Methods

1. Raise awareness about rabies 

prevention locally and globally;

2. Educate at-risk populations about human 

rabies prevention and facilitate the 

development of diagnostic and

public health infrastructure 

for disease prevention;

3. Find resources to “Prime the pump " locally 

for success in the achievable goal of 

elimination of dog-to-dog transmission of 

rabies and fully successful human rabies 

prevention.

Objectives

ωAt least 74 countries
ωOver 150 events
ω400,000 people engaged
ω600,000 animals vaccinated
ωOver 54 million public outreach
ω50 veterinary schools

Future Directions

CS113721

•Continue to promote partnerships, especially with the medical community, and towards global involvement

•Develop support for “Start-up packages” of education material, animal vaccine, and funding

•Assist with national and regional plans for canine rabies control and elimination.

•Develop support for collaborative diagnostic and disease prevention training.

• In some countries, rabies experts convened to discuss goals and plans for rabies 
prevention and control, with several countries initiating a National Rabies Control 
Program.

• Several countries, including Mexico and Brazil, had events in every state.

• Veterinary colleges around the world joined forces towards this effort, with activities at 
24 in the US, 15 in India, 5 in Indonesia, and several in Mexico and the Philippines. 

Veterinary Students at University of Tennessee

Education of Students in Hisar, India. 
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Bike ride in Bangkok, Thailand.

The idea of “low hanging fruit” -

Rabies Prevention might be

the fallen apple.

• Amharic 

•Arabic 

•Chinese 

•Creole 

•Czech 

•Dutch 

•English 

•French 

•German 

•Greek 

•Hebrew 

•Hindi 

•Italian 

•Japanese 

•Kiswahili 

•Khmer 

•Korean 

•Marathi 

•Persian 

•Portuguese 

•Russian 

•Sinhala 

•Slovak 

•Slovene 

•Spanish 

•Tamil 

•Thai 

•Turkish 

•Urdu 

•Vietnamese 
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2007 Outcome Metrics

Through broad collaboration, the World Rabies Day initiative is expected to catalyze change and reduce 

inequities that allow human rabies cases and uncontrolled canine rabies. 

Conclusions

• 45 competing proposals 

from 18 countries  

in 4 languages 

asking for  

US $500,000

AsabeDzikwi, DVM

AhmaduBello University, Nigeria

Education message

evaluation in 

China

ωFunds raised  by North American veterinary student chapters
ωMatched by Veterinarians without Borders/Vétérinairessans Frontières, Canada (VWB-VSF)

ωIn response to magnitude of described need, an anonymous donor triples support.

January 2008 Call for Proposals
During the inaugural year, at 
least 74 countries had a wide 
variety of events: 
• vaccination clinics
• lectures 
• educational seminars
• media outreach
• museum and zoo exhibits
• parades
• festivals
•dances
•puppet shows
•Marches
•Runs
•dog walks

• Simple guidelines
• Budget US 5,000-10,000
• 1-3 years duration
• Community-level projects

Country Projects 2008-2010 .

Peru Participative Outreach for Preventing Vampire Bat bites 

in Aguaruna-Huambisa school children, Jose Luis Daza-Arevalo 

Guatemala Education about rabies prevention in Guatemala

Dr Ricardo Figueroa

Viet Nam Rabies Education for School Children in Vietnam, 

Dinh Kim Xuyen  Ph.D. Assoc. Prof.

Kenya A community based public awareness program in Kineria Nairobi

Dr. Peter Maina  

China The impact of rabies picture poster distribution on rabies control 

in rural areas in China, Liu Ye, MSc., Ph.D

• Assemble volunteer evaluation team
• Veterinary student 

Chapters representative
• VWB-VSF Canada representative
• Retired physician/travel medicine
• Retired veterinarian/rabies expert
• Director, Rabies Laboratory

• The 24 North American Veterinary Colleges raised 

funds for community level rabies prevention.

• Nearly 5,000 participants

• Donated over US $ 16,000 

Acting Locally for Global ImpactWorld Rabies Day activities

Afya Serengeti

Tanzania

Mississippi State University Dog-Jog

University  of  Pennsylvania 5 K Dog-Jog

2007 

74 countries

Botswana

Brazil

Burkina Faso

Cambodia

Cameroon

Canada

Chad

Chile

China

Congo, Democratic Republic

Costa Rica

Cuba

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

Egypt

El Salvador

Ethiopia

France

Germany 

Ghana 

Greece

Grenada

Guatemala

Haiti

Honduras 

India

Indonesia

Iran

Israel

Italy

Ivory Coast

Jordan

Kenya

Laos

Sudan

Switzerland

Syria

Tanzania

Thailand

Turkey

Uganda

United Kingdom

United States

Venezuela

Vietnam

Zambia

Angola

Australia

Bahrain

Bangladesh

Bhutan

Bolivia

Mali

Mexico

Namibia

Nepal

Netherlands

Nicaragua

Nigeria

Pakistan 

Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Russia 

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Slovenia

South Africa

Sri Lanka

St Kitts

Number of proposals:

China ……9

India …………..……5

Peru and Brasil …………..…4 each

Argentina and The Philippines ………….3 each

VietNam, Sri Lanka, Nigeria, Nepal ………………2 each 

and one from Burkina Faso, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, 

Ivory Coast, Kenya, Pakistan, Senegal and Tanzania for an 

East Africa region education tool.

St Georgeòs University

One Medicine examinations for humans and pets

5 K Dog-Jog

Focus of proposals 

Education 15

Combination  14

education, 

research, 

animal vaccination, 

animal pop control

Diag &surv 6

Research 10


