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Rabies Prevention
the rotting apple fallen to the ground

ü Although the word alone invokes a highly 
charged response, rabies remains a 
highly neglected disease. 

ü The continuing loss of human lives to 
rabies infection is directly related to 
population - level risk factors. 
¸ Poverty

¸ Lack of access to health care

¸ Other major daily needs

¹ Clean water, food, 
common infectious diseases, 
social and political instability
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Pathogenesis

Bite Incubation (non-infectious)

10 days ï6 months or possibly more

(humans - several weeks to several monthséé)

Viral shedding

and illness

on the order of days

Death

Brain infection ï

animal begins to act 

differently, including 

being driven to bite. 

Virus may be present 

in the saliva. 
aggressive 

very ill 

Virus goes up the nerves into the spinal cord and brain.

Bite ï

virus may 

replicate

locally.
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World Health Organization 

Strategic Advisory Group of 

Experts Nov 6-9, 2007

Global Distribution in 

Animal Reservoirs
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Global Distribution
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Why is rabies important?

ü Rabies in humans and domestic 
animals is entirely preventable 
through vaccination.

ü Rabies kills at least 55,000 
people annually, or one person 
every 10 minutes.

ü Sustained elimination of dog - to -
dog transmission of rabies has 
been demonstrated over large 
geographic areas.

ü The methodical use of proven 
techniques can lead to global 
elimination of the major source 
of human rabies.

Because the main global human source is resolvable.
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World Health Organization 

Strategic Advisory Group of 

Experts Nov 6-9, 2007

Rabies cannot be eradicated 

but the 

main global 

source can 

be 

eliminated.
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World Rabies Day

ü WHO: The World Rabies Day initiative arose from a 
group of rabies prevention professionals who 
are building collaborations with governmental 
public health and agriculture partners, and 
international and national professional 
medical, veterinary, and other related 
associations.

ü WHAT: A day of declaration and action 
wherever possible

ü WHERE: As many countries as possible
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Why? Objectives

ü Build multi-organizational partnerships to achieve

¸ fully successful (100%) prevention of human rabies and 

¸ the global elimination of dog-to-dog transmission of 
rabies (i.e., canine rabies virus variants). 

ü Expected outcome -

¸ coordinated rabies vaccination of dog populations, 

¸ education of humans about the risk of rabies and when 
to seek post-exposure prophylaxis, and 

¸ facilitating access to human rabies post-exposure 
prophylaxis (PEP)

XVIII International Rabies in the 

Americas Conference
July 2008   



QuickTimeÊ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.July 2008   World Veterinary Congress, Vancouver,  CanadaJuly 2008   World Veterinary Congress, Vancouver,  Canada

How to begin?       

üWorld Rabies Day logo design

¸CDC Feb 2007

ü Invitations to partner

¸Student Chapters of the AVMA

¸State Epidemiologists

¸State Public Health Veterinarians

¸State Agriculture Veterinarians

¸Deans, Colleges of Veterinary Medicine

¸Professional organizations
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World Rabies Day Logo

ü Logo created at CDC 

ü Available in ~35 -40 languages

¸ English

¸ French

¸ Spanish

¸ Portuguese

¸ German

¸ Dutch

¸ Chinese

¸ Hausa

¸ Hindi

¸ Arabic

¸ Czech

¸ Slovak

¸ Many other languages
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World Rabies Day Website

üWebsite launched in Mar 2007 

¸Major revisions

¸Updates weekly throughout the 
summer

¸Updates daily in August and 
September

üOver 50,000 hits to the site!

ü From over 180 countries
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Participants and Partners

ü Alliance for Rabies Control
ü Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention
ü Kansas State University
ü World Organization for 

Animal Health (OIE)
ü Pan-American Health 

Organization (PAHO)
ü World Health Organization 

(WHO)
ü World Society for the 

Protection of Animals
ü Pasteur Institute(s)
ü Canadian Food Inspection 

Agency
ü Veterinarians Without 

Borders - Canada

ü Numerous Veterinary 
Associations in Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America 

ü World Veterinary Association
ü American Veterinary Medical 

Association
ü American Association of Animal 

Hospitals
ü British Veterinary Association
ü Commonwealth Veterinary 

Association
ü American Association of Feline 

Practitioners
ü Student Chapters of the 

American Veterinary 
Association

ü National Association of State 
Public Health Veterinarians 


