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Why is rabies prevention 

important in the US?

Because animal and human travel keeps us at-risk

ü Imported cases of dogs with 
rabies
¸ From Puerto Rico to MA
¸ From Thailand to CA
¸ From India through WA to Alaska

ü Nearly 7,000 animal cases in the 
US last year.

and widespread sources from wildlife reservoir species.
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Very few human cases 

per year
30,000-40,000 

humans exposed to 

rabies per year

~ 6,000-8,000 

diagnosed 

animal rabies        

cases per year

Tens of thousands of undiagnosed 

animal rabies cases per year

Rabies in the USA
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Pathogenesis

Bite Incubation (non-infectious)

10 days ï6 months or possibly more

(humans - several weeks to several monthséé)

Viral shedding

and illness

on the order of days

Death

Brain infection ï

animal begins to act 

differently, including 

being driven to bite. 

Virus may be present 

in the saliva. 
aggressive 

very ill 

Virus goes up the nerves into the spinal cord and brain.

Bite ï

virus may 

replicate

locally.
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Why is rabies prevention important?
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¹ 2600 raccoons

¹ 1700 skunks

¹ 1500 bats

¹ 66 Mongoose (PR)

Ñ 318 Cats

Ñ 82 Cattle

Ñ 79 Dogs

Ñ 53 Horses
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Online Resources for Practitioners

ü CDC
¸ ñThe ACIPò ïAdvisory Committee on Immunization 

Practices ïHuman Rabies Prevention
¹ 1999  - Look for 2008 update

¸ ñCompendium ò of Animal Rabies Control ïAnnual

¸ ñAnnual rabies surveillance ò data ïJAVMA

ü USDA
¸ http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_biologics/index.shtml

¸ Veterinary Biologics  
Report adverse events

ü World Health Organization
¸ Global data 

(limited ïconsult with CDC Rabies Team)

April    2008   Central Veterinary Conference East, Baltimore, MD USA
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World Health 
Organization Strategic 

Advisory Group of 
Experts Nov 6 -9, 2007

Global Distribution in 

Animal Reservoirs
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Global Distribution
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Why is rabies important?

ü Rabies in humans and domestic 
animals is entirely preventable 
through vaccination.

ü Rabies kills at least 55,000 
people annually, or one person 
every 10 minutes.

ü Sustained elimination of dog - to -
dog transmission of rabies has 
been demonstrated over large 
geographic areas.

ü The methodical use of proven 
techniques can lead to global 
elimination of the major source 
of human rabies.

Because the main global human source is resolvable.
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