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• Build partnerships
• World Organization for Animal Health (OIE)
• World Health Organization
• Pasteur Institute
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
• many other organizations
• Sanofi-Pasteur, Novartis, Intervet, Merial,    

Crucell, Virbac, Pfizer
• Advocate for improving human and animal health

- a “One Medicine Approach”  -
through increased

• Awareness
• Education
• Resources

• Develop and provide a logo
in as many languages 

as possible
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Although the word alone evokes a highly charged 
response, rabies remains a severely neglected disease. 
With the development of effective biologics more than 
30 years ago, there is no reason why people exposed to 
rabies today should die  And yet, it is estimated that 
more than 55,000 humans die every year. Elimination of 
the main global source of human rabies from dog-to-
dog transmission of rabies can be achieved through 
coordinated methodical, population-based rabies 
vaccination of dogs. The World Rabies Day initiative 
promotes collaboration for the delivery of preventative 
medicine, both human and veterinary 
– starting with rabies. 

Background

Methods

2. Educate at-risk populations 

Objectives

• At least 74 countries participated
• Over 150 events held
• 400,000 people engaged
• 600,000 animals vaccinated
• Over 54 million educated 
• 50 veterinary schools participated 
• Funds raised  by veterinary student 

chapters matched by Veterinarians 
without Borders/Veterinaires Sans 
Frontiers, Canada

• Over 45 proposals competing for 
support from these funds

• To date, nearly 50,000 visits from over 
180 countries to 
www.worldrabiesday.org 

Results: 74 countries

Future Directions
• Continue to promote global involvement
• Develop support for “Start-up packages” of 

education material, animal vaccine, and seed funding
• Assist with national and regional plans for canine    

rabies control and elimination.
• Develop support for collaborative diagnostic 

and disease prevention training.

Dog Vaccinations  in Jordan

Rabies prevention poster developed for 
outreach to Africa

Veterinary Students at 
University of Tennessee
1 of 24 North American veterinary student 
bodies to plan World Rabies Day events.

Outcome Metrics

Parade in Pakistan. 
Photo Credit: Dr. Naseem Salahuddin

Google analytics

The idea of “low hanging fruit” -
Rabies Prevention might be
the rotten apple fallen to the ground.
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Angola
Australia
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Bhutan
Bolivia
Botswana
Brazil
Burkina Faso
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Chad
Chile
China
Congo, Democratic Republic
Costa Rica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Ethiopia
France

• Amharic 

•Arabic 

•Chinese 

•Creole 

•Czech 

•Dutch 

•English 

•French 

•German 

•Greek 

•Hebrew 

•Hindi 

•Italian 

•Japanese 

•Kiswahili 

•Khmer 

•Korean 

•Marathi 

•Persian 

•Portuguese 

•Russian 

•Sinhala 

•Slovak 

•Slovene 

•Spanish 

•Tamil 

•Thai 

•Turkish 

•Urdu 

•Vietnamese 

Germany 
Ghana 
Greece
Grenada
Guatemala
Haiti
Honduras 
India
Indonesia
Iran
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Jordan
Kenya
Laos
Mali
Mexico
Namibia
Nepal
Netherlands
Nicaragua
Nigeria

Pakistan Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Russia 
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Slovenia
South Africa
Sri Lanka
St Kitts
Sudan
Switzerland
Syria
Tanzania
Thailand
Turkey
Uganda
United Kingdom
United States
Venezuela
Vietnam
Zambia

The World Rabies Day initiative 
is envisioned to be part of 

comprehensive human and 
animal health delivery that will 

develop and augment public 
health and veterinary 

infrastructure in regions of 
greatest need. 

Conclusions

Program branding from an event in the Philippines

Continuing Education in Bangladesh.

Haiti

• The North American Veterinary Colleges raised funds for 
community level rabies prevention - 45 competing 

proposals from 18 countries asking for 
nearly US $500,000 total.

Google analytics

Acting Locally 
for Global Impact

1. Raise public awareness

3. “Prime the pump " locally 
towards the achievable goal 
of elimination of dog-to-dog 
transmission of rabies and 
fully successful human rabies 
prevention.

Hisar, India. 
Dr. Garg

International Congress on Infectious Diseases. Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Jun 19-22, 2008.

Website visits

Over 180 countries

Partners
• Intervet

• Novartis

• Merial

• Virbac

• Crucell

• Pfizer
• Sanofi - Pasteur


