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Very few human cases 

per year
30,000-40,000 

humans exposed to 

rabies per year

~ 6,000-8,000 

diagnosed 

animal rabies        

cases per year

Tens of thousands of undiagnosed 

animal rabies cases per year

Rabies in the USA
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Human Rabies Cases, 2000 ï2008

April    2008   Central Veterinary Conference East, Baltimore, MD USA

Sep 2000 - California Tb
Oct 2000 - New York Dog, Ghana
Oct 2000 - Quebec Ln/Ps
Oct 2000 - Georgia Tb
Oct 2000 - Minnesota Ln/Ps
Nov 2000 - Wisconsin Ln/Ps
Feb 2001 - California Dog, Philippines
Mar 2002 - California Tb
Aug 2002 - Tennessee Ln/Ps
Sep 2002 - Iowa Ln/Ps
Mar 2003 - Virginia Raccoon
Jun 2003 - Puerto Rico Mongoose
Sep 2003 - California Ln/Ps
Feb 2004 - Florida Dog, Haiti
May 2004 - Arkansas Tb
May 2004 - Oklahoma *Tb
Jun 2004 - Texas *Tb
Jun 2004 - Texas *Tb
Jun 2004 - Texas *Tb
___2004 - Wisconsin Unknown ïbat bite
Oct 2004 - California Dog, El Salvador
Sep 2005 - Mississippi Unknown ïhandled bat
May 2006 - Texas Tb
Oct 2007 - Minnesota Unknown  - hx bat exposure
Mar 2008 - California (Mexico) Dog, Mexico 

Tb ïBat variant associated with Tadarida braziliensis.

Ln/Ps ïBat variant associated with Lasionycterus noctivigans or Pipestrellus subflavus.

Silver-haired bat 

Lasionycterus noctivigans
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Why is rabies prevention important?
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¸ ~ 7,000
Animal Cases 
in 2006

ÑWild   6400
Ñ Domestic    550
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Why is rabies prevention important?
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NC Skunk

TX Coyote

Raccoon

CA

Skunk

Arctic Fox

SC Skunk
TX Gray Fox

AZ  Gray Fox

¹ 2600 raccoons

¹ 1700 skunks

¹ 1500 bats

¹ 66 Mongoose (PR)

Ñ 318 Cats

Ñ 82 Cattle

Ñ 79 Dogs

Ñ 53 Horses
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Rabies in vaccinated animals: 2002

ü OK dog 
¸ 8 yr old male Siberian Husky. 

ü AL dog
¸ 7yr old female Boston Terrier. 

ü NC cat 
¸ 2-yr -old spayed female domestic short -haired cat. 

ü TX cat 
¸ 1yr -4-mo -old cat.

ü VA dog
¸ Spayed female German shepherd.

ü MA cat 
¸ 4-yr -old neutered male lynx pt Siamese cat
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Why is rabies prevention 

important in the US?

Because animal and human travel keeps us at-risk

ü Imported cases of dogs with 
rabies
¸ From Puerto Rico to MA
¸ From Thailand to CA
¸ From India through WA to Alaska

ü Nearly 7,000 animal cases in the 
US last year.
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and widespread sources from wildlife reservoir species.
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Online Resources for US Practitioners

ü CDC
¸ ñThe ACIPò ïAdvisory Committee on Immunization 

Practices ïHuman Rabies Prevention
¹ 1999  - Look for 2008 update

¸ ñCompendium ò of Animal Rabies Control ïAnnual

¸ ñAnnual rabies surveillance ò data ïJAVMA

ü USDA
¸ http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_biologics/index.shtml

¸ Veterinary Biologics  
Report adverse events

ü World Health Organization
¸ Global data 

(limited ïconsult with CDC Rabies Team)
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http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_biologics/index.shtml
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_biologics/index.shtml
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Rabies Prevention
the rotting apple fallen to the ground

ü Although the word alone invokes a highly 
charged response, rabies remains a 
highly neglected disease. 

ü The continuing loss of human lives to 
rabies infection is directly related to 
population - level risk factors. 
¸ Poverty

¸ Lack of access to health care

¸ Other major daily needs

¹ Clean water, food, 
common infectious diseases, 
social and political instability
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Why is rabies important?

ü Rabies in humans and domestic 
animals is entirely preventable 
through vaccination.

ü Rabies kills at least 55,000 
people annually, or one person 
every 10 minutes.

ü Sustained elimination of dog - to -
dog transmission of rabies has 
been demonstrated over large 
geographic areas.

ü The methodical use of proven 
techniques can lead to global 
elimination of the major source 
of human rabies.
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Because the main global human source is resolvable.
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World Rabies Day

ü WHO: The World Rabies Day initiative arose from a 
group of rabies prevention professionals who 
are building collaborations with governmental 
public health and agriculture partners, and 
international and national professional 
medical, veterinary, and other related 
associations.

ü WHAT: A day of declaration and action 
wherever possible

ü WHERE: As many countries as possible
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When: 
World Rabies Day, Week, Month?

ü Rabies prevention is important every 
day.

ü When is the best time to promote 
awareness?

ü How long is an effective campaign?

ü Official declarations usually focus on 
a single day.
¸ ie., Tb and the date of 1st vaccination

ü Sep 8 chosen for inaugural year.
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When:
World Rabies Day 2008 and future

ü Sep 8 - conflicts with World Literacy Day

ü Sep 28

¸ Significant date in rabies history

¹Date of Pasteurôs death

ü Exploring UN declaration of World Rabies Day

¸Process may take at least until 2009
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Why? Objectives

ü Build multi-organizational partnerships to achieve

¸ fully successful (100%) prevention of human rabies and 

¸ the global elimination of dog-to-dog transmission of 
rabies (i.e., canine rabies virus variants). 

ü Expected outcome -

¸ coordinated rabies vaccination of dog populations, 

¸ education of humans about the risk of rabies and when 
to seek post-exposure prophylaxis, and 

¸ facilitating access to human rabies post-exposure 
prophylaxis (PEP)

XVIII International Rabies in the Americas ConferenceApril   2008   
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How to begin?       

üWorld Rabies Day logo design

¸CDC Feb 2007

ü Invitations to partner

¸State Epidemiologists

¸State Public Health Veterinarians

¸State Agriculture Veterinarians

¸Deans, Colleges of Veterinary Medicine

¸Professional organizations
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World Rabies Day Logo

ü Logo created at CDC 

ü Available in ~35 -40 languages

¸ English

¸ French

¸ Spanish

¸ Portuguese

¸ German

¸ Dutch

¸ Chinese

¸ Hausa

¸ Hindi

¸ Arabic

¸ Czech

¸ Slovak

¸ Many other languages
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